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TO

THE COUNCIL, &c.

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, *

CircumsTANCES connected with the progressive
march of knowledge, which so conspicuously dis-
tinguishes the period in which we live, have
placed within your power the opportunity of im-
proving greatly the system of education of young
men designed for the Medical Profession; and,
certainly, none of the objects of the New Uni-
versity, over which you are appointed to preside,
is of more general importance than the promotion
of the study of medicine. -To it, indeed, in my
humble opinioh, is the University to look for a
large share of its prosperity, provided the system
of instruction which it shall follow be settled
upon a sound foundation, and embrace as its
object the formation of efficient medical practi-
tioners. ‘ '
As the nature of your projected establishment,
and the era of its foundation, equally exempt you
B
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from being fettered by the chains of prejudice,
and, by a weak adherence to antiquity, when it
possesses no other claim to veneration than that
which is derived from the rust which covers it,‘
the public has every reason to hope, that you
will be guided in adopting your plans of teaching,
rather by their fitness for the objects intended to
be accomplished, than by any respect for the
established usages of other universities. The
more venerable, indeed, these institutions are,
the less likely are they to contain proper models
- for modern education; and in no branch of study
is this so evident as in that of medicine, as the
principal improvements which it can boast. of
have been effected within the last half century.
Impressed with these truths, and anxious -to pro-
mote, by any means in my power, the benefit of
a profession to which I owe every thing I possess,
I am emboldened to lay befere you my opimions
on the subject of medical education, in the hope
that they may direct your attention to so im-
portant an object, and, by inducing you to ob-
tain- opinions upon it from the best informed
members of the profession, you may be enabled
to'arrange such a course of studies for those who
shall be educated for medicine in the University
‘of London, as may equally advance the professnon
and benefit the public.

It is unnecessary for me to detail the ineffi-
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apprenticeships, is the trading feelings with which
it narrows . the mind of - the pupil;. and under
‘which the. profession has. been: long .degraded,
whilst the public has not been benefited. I am
aware that by the act commonly.called the Apo-
thecaries’ Act, -an -apprenticeship of five years is
required to have been served by every candidate
‘who presents‘himself. for. examination at Apothe-
caries” Hall, for a license to practice as an apothe-
cary in England and Wales: but I.also know
that this. regulation is deeply to be .lamented ;
and, if sufficient evidence be adduced of its use-
lessness and evil tendency, a hope may be enter-
‘tained that it will yet be repealed. - At all events,
the public ought to'be instructed, that in binding
youths to a general practitioner, they. are not,
in truth, commencing their medical-education ;
that, in the majority of instances, the apprentice
learns nothing ; and that much more than *“ walk-
ing the hospitals” is required, -at-the termination
of an . apprenticeship, to -form a.skilful and effi-
cient.practitioner. It-cannot, however, be denied,
that:some of the -most distinguished -men, who
have - adorned - and- advanced the ' medical pro-
fession, have served apprenticeships; but the
talent with which they were gifted, and the in-
dustry which brought-it -into operation, would,
under amy circumstances, have. elevated these
" individuals above their cotemporaries.
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tgo little in contact with the teachers; and in
the experimental branches of study no oppor-
tunities are afforded to the studemts to repeat
the experiments, in order that they may fully
comprehend the changes effected in them, and
which determine the results. I do not mention
these facts to detract from the merits of the ex-
isting teachers of medicine in the metropolis ; but,
in a matter of so much importance, the true state
of the case should be exposed; and I put it to
the honour of the teachers of the various branches
of medical science in Londen, to say, whether
courses, which, at the Seotch, Irish, and Conti-
nental Universities, require six and eight months
of daily lecturing, can be delivered in thirty or
farty. lectures? The thing is impossible; and,
consequently, we are authorised in concluding,
were the fact not well known, that the best
courses of medical lectures delivered in the me-
tropolis are little more than outlines of what they
ought to bé. Besides, the lecturers generally
cease from their labours at the very time when
their instructions are likely to be most useful,
when practice is enabling them to verify their
theories by the test of experience. It is, there-
fore, a matter of the utmost importance to fix
a plan of medical education in the New University,
the adherence to which should be imperative;
and it is with a view to forward this measure,
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surgery -and pathology, whlch they are calcu-
lated to assist.

It may be-objected to such a prelmnaary ex-
amination, ‘that, in requiring some knowledge of
mathematics and of drawing, more is expected
from the students than the first professors them-
selves will probably possess, since few medical
men, even of deservedly high reputation, are de-
quainted with the use of the pencil : but although:
the truth of this remark he admitted, yet it does
not weaken the argument in favour of the pro-
- priety of enforcing, in those who may henceforth
commence the study of the profession, an attain-
ment of such preliminary acquirements.

Having determined upon the kind of knowledge
which every student who enters for medicine
in- the New University should possess, before he
can be admitted, let us now attempt to arrange
these studies which should occupy his atteytion
whilst there, supposing that four sessions of six
months, or three of eight months, be the period
required to complete his medical education. Be-
fore proceeding, however, it is proper that the
modified sense in which the word complete is used
here should be understood; for it must not be
imagined that the term alluded to is nearly
adequate for the acquirement of such-a degree
of information as would enable any individual
to practise his profession satisfactorily to himself


















" more complex operations of mind. The intimate
connexion between Natural History and Sys-
tematic Botany will permit both these courses to
be commenced at the same time ; but as the study
of Descriptive Anatomy should not be entered
upon "until some progress be made in Natural
History, I would propose, that the medical
student, who is in the first session of his educa-
tion, should not attend the first course of ana-
tomical lectures of that session. It 'may, how-
ever, be properly demanded, Who is then to
attend the first course of anatomy in each
session? I reply, the more advanced students;
on which account, that course should have
reference to Descriptive Anatomy merely, as it
is required in teaching Physiology; and should
consequently occupy two-thirds only of the
whole session. By this arrangement, the lec-
tures on pure Descriptive Anatomy would not
commence until the month of March, by which
time the student of the first session will have
nearly passed through the courses of Natural
History and Systemafic Botany, and be disposed
and qualified to enter with ardour upon the study
of Anatomy, as an extension of those inquiries
into the animal structure with which he has
been already occupied.

Natural Philosopky, in my opinion, is so es-
sential as a preliminary branch of medical edu-
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impudent pretenders to go forth, like the ancient
Scythians, to kill from their chariots; yet I hope
to behold that day, when physicians and practi-
tioners of every grade, disdaining all artifice, and
feeling no interest separate and distinct from the
honour of the profession, shall depend for success
on their real merit. ‘ Homines ad Deos nulld

re propius accedunt quam salutem hominibus
dando.”

I remain, my Lords and Gentlemen,

Your humble Servant,

A.T. THOMSON.

THE END.

LONDON: PRINTED AT THE TEMPLE PRINTING OFFICE,
BY J. MOYES, BOUVERIR 3TREST.
























